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I. BACKGROUND

Theoretical and experimental efforts continue to bring about an
improved understanding of the detailed phenomenology of the gun interior
ballistic _cycle. Investigators addressing igunition and combustion
processesl‘a have been joined by those 1n£e§eoted in the details of heat
transfer to and erosion of the bore surface®’~’, Our work has focused on the
process of flamespreading as a hydrodynamic problem and on the influence of
the path of flamespreading on the longitudinal pressure field throughout the
entire interior ballistic cycle. In this study, we further 1limit our
attention to bagged propelling charges, the configural complexities of which
are particularly challenging to modeler and designer alike.

In a previous papere’, we presented simulations of a bagged charge based
on two modeling representations: first, a one-dimensional-with-area-change
treatment which assumed a uniform cross-sectional distribution of propellant
within the chamber at any given axial location; and second, a quasi-two-~
dimensional analvsis which treated the propelling charge and unoccupied
regions 1in the gun chamber as disjoint but coupled regions of one-~
dimensional flow, The latter description also allowed some recognition of
the permeability and strength of the bag sidewall to be embedded ir the
representation as boundary conditions linking the coaxial regions of cne~
dimensional flow.

1g.B. Figher, "Continued Development and Documentatiom of the Calspan
Interior Ballistice Code,” aleépan Report No. 6689-D~1, Calspan
Corporation, Buffalo, NY, Pebruary 1981.

2p. s. Gough, "The Flow of a Compressible Gas Through an Aggregate of Mobile
Reacting Pzrticles,” IHCR 80-?, Naval ordnance Station, Indian Head, MD,
December 1980.

SX.X. Xuo and J.H. Koo, "Transient Combustion in Granular Propellant Beds.
Part 1: Theoretical Modeling and Numerical Solution of Traneient
Combustion Processes in Mobile Granular Propellant Beds,” BRL-CR-346, USA
ARRADCOM, Ballistie Research Laboratory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD,
August 1977 (AD #A044998).

fp.4. Gtbeling, R.C. Buggeln, and H. MeDonald, "Development of a Two-
Dimengional Implieit Interior Ballietie Code,” ARBRL-CR-00411, USA
ARRADCOM, Ballistic Research Laboratory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD,
January 1982, (AD A084092)

54.c. Buckingham, "Research on Gun Barrel Erosion Mechanisme,” Energy and
Technology Review, Lawrence Livermore Lahoratory, CA, January 1879.

84.%. Horet and P.S. Gough, "™odeling Ignition and Flameepread Phenomena in
Bagged Artillery Charges," ARBRL-TR-02263, USA ARRADCOM, Ballistic Research
Laboratory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD, September 1980. (AD A091790)
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4 | Calculations using the quasi-two-dimensional model revealed the path of

3 flamespread to be sensitive to both bag configuration and wmaterial
characteristics, with a persistence of circumferential ullage external to
the bag providing a path for equilibration of the longitudinal pressure
field. The influence of this path was greatly diminished, however, when
axial ullage was not present at the downstream end of the chamber; in this
cagse, predictions were essentially equivalent to those provided by the
simpler, one-dimensional representation, The influence of radial flow,
including flame propagation, within the two-phase medium 1itself could not,
of course, be assessed with either of these models. We report herein on
calculations performed using a fully two-dimensional, axisymmetric, two-
phase flow model to describe igniter functioning, flamespread, and .
pressurization in a 155-mm howitzer.

I1. TECHNICAL DISCUSSION

A. Description of the Problen

The 155-mm, M203 Propelling Charge is a conventional, top-zone, bagged
charge currently employed with the 155-mm, M198 Towed Howitzer. Depicted in
Figure 1, this charge employs about 11.8 kg of M30Al, triple-base, granular
propellant, The ignition system is composed of a cloth basepad containing
28 g of Class 1 black powder and a molded-nitrocellulose centercore tube,
which houses a cloth senake filled with an additional 113 g of black
powder. The charge, confined within a resin-impregnated cloth bag, is
encumbered with a number of parasitic components, each designed to perform a

. special function. A cloth donut filled with granular potassium sulfate >
gserves to reduce muzzle flash. Lead foil, a de-coppering agent, and a l
titanium dioxide/wax wear-reducing additive are also present as liners which

surround approximately the forward two-thirds of the charge. Finally, a
cloth lacing jacket provides additional rigidity to the package.

The normal sequence of events during functioning of this charge begins
when hot combustion products from the primer exit the spithole in the !
spindle face and impinge upon the basepad., As the basepad begins to burn, ’
product gases and hot particles penetrate the several layers of cloth, enter
the centercore tube, and ignite the snake as intended. However, basepad :
combustion products may also penetrate the rear of the hag and ignite the !
main propellant charge directly. This competition with centercore
functioning 1is critical, and a victory for direct, local ignition of the
propellant bed by the basepad could lead to catastrophic pressure waves in a
high-loading-density charge. Basepad and other early combustion products
can also flow 1into the axial wullage behind the charge, through the
circumferential ullage around the bag, and into the axial ullage in front of
the bag as shown in Figure 2, Such flow around the bag can equilibrate
pressures throughout the chamber early in the cycle, but the persistence of
this ullage 18 unknown and may depend heavily on charge-component
characteristics. Further, a possible variation in charge standoff from the
spindle face can be expected to affect coupling between primer spithole :
output and the basepad, as well as alter the initial distribution of ’
propellant and ullage.




Y oaw

OONUT

FLASH REDUCER
JACKEY, LACING 16 OL.
RESIN IMPREGNATED, ACRYLIC-VISCOSE POTASSIUM
CLOTH, VISCOSE-RAYON, RAYON, CLASS 3 SULFATE

CLASS 2(6.3 OZ/YD" (DYED SCARLEY)

26.01L8%
PROVELLANT. M30A1

4.001.CLASS Y Nre P Wes
"nsc':'zo'é{'::,',” BLACK POWDER
BLACK POWDER (GEARHART OWENS)

(GEARHART OWENS)

€
BOXBOARD

(WEAR REDUCING ADDITIVE}
Ti0:/WAX-17.5 OZ.

TUBE IGNITER LEAD FOIL 3.3 OZ.
{MOLDED NITROCELLULOSE)} (DECOPPERING AGENT)
1.4 MAX O.D. X 27" LONG

Figure 1. 155-mm, M203 Propelling Charge

GRANULAR CENTERCORE
SPITHOLE PROPFLLANT IG:*IITER PROJECTILE

§

N
\

BASEPAD PROPELLING CHARGE GUN TUBE

Figure 2. Bagged Charge/Gun Chamber Interface

2




o

B. Modeling Approach

Simulations presented in this paper were performed using TDNOVA7, an
ungteady, two-dimensional, axisymmetric, two-phase flow representation of
the interior ballistic cycle, The development of TDNOVA was undertaken
largely in response to the configural complexities of bagged charges which
fell outside the physical scope of the previously-developed, one-dimensional
NOVA code8.

Flamespread through bag charges 1is believed to be influenced strongly
by details of the ullage which 1initially surrounds the bag and by the
behavior of the bag material itself, Accordingly, an explicit
representation is made in TDNOVA of the region occupied by the propelling
charge at any time, The flow in the ullage, which surrounds the region
occupled by the propellant, is represented as unsteady, inviscid, and single
phase.

The ullage 1is divided into several disjoint regions, coupled to one
another and to the two-phase flow in the propelling charge by means of
finite jump conditions at all their mutual boundaries. By formulating the
theory in such a manner as to use directly the jump conditions at the
boundary of the bag, we provide a direct mechanism for the representation of
the influence of the bag. Impermeability is reflected directly within the
momentum jump condition as a quasi-steady flow loss, Similarly, the
influence of exothermically reactive components, such as the basepad and
centercore tube, and endothermically reactive components, such as the salt
bag, are reflected by means of source terms in the mass and energy jump
conditions.

The division of the ullage into several regions is based on the
instantaneous configuration of the external boundaries, namely the breech,
the tube, and the moving projectile, and on the configuration of the bag
which predicates regions of ullage behind it, ahead of it, around it, and
within it, Each such region of ullage 1is treated as lumped parameter,
quasi-one~dimensional, or as fully two-dimensional, 1in accordance with
criteria based on its dimensions.

In addition to the representation of a basepad and centercore tube
within the structure of the bag, the model recognizes the influence of a
centercore ignition charge, coaxial with the bag and moving with it, and
which is represented as a quasi-one-dimensional, two-phase flow. As with
the ullage, the centercore is coupled to the state of the flow within the
bag and, where applicable, the ullage at the ends of the chamber, by
reference to finite jump conditions. The representation of the ignition

7p.S. Gough, "A Two-Dimensional Model of the Interior Ballistics of Bagged
Artillery Charges,” ARBRL-CR-00452, USA ARRADCOM, Ballietic Research
Laboratory, Aberdeen Proving Gwound, MD, April 1981. (AD A100751)

8p.S. Gough, "The NOVA Code: A User's Manual. Volume 1. Deseription and
Uee, " IHCR 80-8, Naval Ordnance Statiom, Indian Head, MD, December 1980.
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train also admits the specification of an externally injected stimulus of
predetermined flow rate and energy.

Fach region of continuous flow properties 1is mapped onto a regular
geometric figure, a line or a square, by means of a boundary-fitted-mesh-
transformation algorithm. The method of solution is based on an explicit,
two-step marching scheme which utilizes the characteristic forms of the
balance equations at the external and the internal boundaries.

Figure 3 depicts schematically the level of representation provided by
TDNOVA, along with the one-dimensional-with-area-change and quasi-two-
dimensional approximations employed in our previous discussion®,

C. Calculations

Those features of the {nput data base not associated with the multi-
dimensionality of the problem have been reported previously®, A schematic
representation of additional, configural information required by TDNOVA is
provided as Figure 4. We observe that the assumption of axisymmetry leads
to an annular distribution of ullage external to the bag sidewall,

Initially, a fully two-dimensional analysis of flow within the two-
phase medium 1is provided. In the calculations described, however, the
regions of ullage contiguous to the bounding surfaces of the bag are treated
as quasi-one-dimensional (i.e., one-dimensional-with-area-change), the
continuum coordinate being defined by the boundary. Corner regions of
ullage are given a lumped-parameter representation, The centercore ignition
charge is treated as a one-dimensional, two-phase flow, while the basepad is
recognized in terms of an exothermic region of the rear boundary of the

charge,

Following completion of flamespread, rupture of the bag sidewall, and
equilibration of the radial structure of the pressure field to within some
user-gpecified 1limit, a quasi~two-dimensional approach 18 introduced,
similar to that reported previously®, For the duration of the interior
ballistic cycle, the propelling charge is given a quasi-one-dimensional
representation, as 1is the circumferential ullage, while regions of axial
ullage at each end of the chamber are treated as lumped parameter.

It should be pointed out that a fully two~dimensional treatment of the
ullage is available in TDNOVA. However, the two-dimensional nature of the
flow in these regions may well be outside the scope of the inviscid gas flow
equations currently used, and the quasi-one-dimensional description of flow
in the ullage may be the better of the two options available.

We have provided quantitative estimates of the permeability and
strength of various portions of the charge package; however, these values
are based only on intuition or limited testing now underway at the Ballistic
Research laboratory. Further, it must be realized that no account is taken
in the analysis of the independent motion of the bag, all packaging
materials being treated as attributes of the surface of the propellant bed

itself.
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Finally, we draw attention to the fact that an artificially-low
ignition temperature (300 K) is provided for the black powder centercore to
facilitate convectively-driven flamespread at low pressures, the discharge
of hot molten salts being outside the current scope of the code. This
compromise is consistent with our motive of treating the centercore igniter
as a two-phase medium in order to capture the appropriate resistance to flow
during the overall ignition event.

Turning now to the details of the solutions, we begin by addressing a
calculation based on input data describing the 155-mm, M198 Howitzer firing
the M203 Propelling Charge, positioned the nominal 25-mm from the spindle
face., The initial thermal stimulus associated with functioning of a primer
located in the breechblock 1lies outside the scope of the current
representation and the calculation begins with combustion of the basepad.
Figures S5 and 6 present isometric projections of the gas pressure and
temperature fields at selected times during the early portion of the
interior ballistic cycle. We note early pressurization and flamespread
within the centercore, the centercore tube wall having been described as
being initially impermeable to flow. However, a flow of hot combustion
products external to the bag also takes place, which, because of the
permeability of the rear portion of the bag sidewall, 1leads to
early (t = ~2 ms) pressurization of the entire rear portion of the
chamber. (The forward two-thirds of bag sidewall is given an initially-
impermeable representation to reflect the presence of lead~foil and titanium
dioxide/wax liners.,) Indeed, a nearly one-dimensional pressure field
results after only a few milliseconds. Nevertheless, flamespread, as
depicted in Figure 7, clearly reflects the radial stimulus provided by the
centercore 1igniter, Conversion to the quasi-two-dimensional representation
rapidly follows the completion of flamespread, which occurs within 6 ms of
the onset o% basepad combustion for all calculations described. Resulting
pressure-time and pressure-difference profiles are provided in Figure 8,
along with previously-reported calculated results and experimental data.
Also included in the figure 1s a recently-recorded, pressure-difference
profile which is very closely approximated by the TDNOVA prediction. While
providing an encouraging comparison between current theory and experiment,
this difference from earlier experimental data highlights the problem of
variability in pressure waves with bagged charges.

3 A companion calculation for the M203 Propelling Charge 1loaded at
maximum standoff from the spindle face (i.e., pushed forward against the
projectile base) ylelds the pressure~field plots presented in Figure 9. We
note the presence of a strong, reverse pressure gradient (at ~3 ms) , often
described in the past to be the consequence of a grossly one-dimensional
flamespreading event resulting from improper functioning of the
centercore. We note, however, that Figure 10 clearly depicts radial
flamespread, suggesting the locally-high forward pressurization to be more
the result of the ini:ial distribution of propellant in the chamber than of
anomalous behavior associated with vigorous, two-phase flow dynamics,
Predicted ©pressure-time and pressure-difference profiles for this
calculation are provided in Figure 11,
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Additional calculations were performed wich TDNOVA using data bases
altered to reflect the possible, early rupture of the bag sidewall and/or
failure of the centercore igniter, Results from several of these
calculations are displayed in Figures 12 and 13. Significant impact 1is
observed, though the weak-bag condition (i.e., zero strength) did not lead
to large pressure waves unless centercore functioning was delayed by at
least a millisecond as well. This result suggests that localized ignition
in addition to an unconfined propellant bed 1s required in order to effect
the collapse of circumferential ullage against the chamber sidewall at a
time when critical longitudinal pressure gradients exist. A calculation
performed using a strong, permeable bag (i.e., 0.6~MPa rupture strength),
however, exhibited a tolerance to this delay in centercore functioning
without the formation of large pressure waves, evidently a result of
pressure equilibration via the persistent, circumferential ullage external
to the bag.

In addition, an approximately 10-percent decrease in peak chamber
pressure was observed for both atrong-bag and full-diameter (i.e., quasi-
one-dimensional) charge configurations. While differences in effective,
macroscopic permeability may be respons. le for this behavior, no single,
consistent explanation has yet been formul ted.

III. CONCLUSIONS

We have demonstrated successful application of TDNOVA to the bagged-
charge artillery problem. The treatment of radial flow in the vicinity of a
centercore igniter, along with explicit recognition of flow of early
combustion produ-ts external to the propellant package, is shown to impact
significantly the predicted path of flame propagation and the resulting
longitudinal structure of the pressure field, particularly in comparison to
earlier one-dimensional simulations. Of major importance is the result that
large differential pressures can accompany the maximum-charge-standoff
configuration despite proper functioning of the centercore igniter.

We did not, however, reproduce the simple relationship between bag
sidewall strength and pressure waves revealed in quasi-two-dimensional
simulations reported previously®, The improved level of wmodeling afforded
by TDNOVA paints an even more convincing picture of the complexity of the
interplay between igniter, ullage, and packaging components. laterestingly,
we even note a sensitivity of maximum chamber pressure to the degree of
propellant confinement during flamespread.

We also observe, in agreement with earlier simulations, predicted
ignition delays on the order of several milliseconds as opposed to the
several tens of milliseconds experienced experimentally. Additionsl TDNOVA
calculations performed with increased ignition temperatures for the black
powder centercore and, 1indeed, with the centercore turned off entirely did
not substantially increase ignition delays. Not unexpectedly, we find that
a more complete picture of the sequence of events occurring during igniter
functioning will be required to bring simulations of this portion of the
cycle in accord with reality.
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Figure 13.
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